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Welwyn Garden City :
green community  spaces

A  d r i v i n g  a s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e
g a r d e n  c i t y  m o v e m e n t  i s  h e a l t h y
l i v i n g ,  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  a  m i x  o f
f a c t o r s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m a r r y i n g
t o g e t h e r  o f  t h e  b u i l t  a n d  n a t u r a l
e n v i r o n m e n t  t o  c r e a t e  b r e a t h i n g
s p a c e s  a n d  a  u n i q u e  s e n s e  o f
p l a c e .  

T h e  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t i o n
o f  g r e e n  o p e n  s p a c e s
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o
w h i c h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o l l o w s
t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  e t h o s  o f  t h e
G a r d e n  C i t y .  G r e e n  o p e n  s p a c e s
s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  a t  t h e  h e a r t
o f  a n y  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t
p r o p o r t s  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s
a n d  e t h o s  o f  t h e  g a r d e n  c i t y
m o v e m e n t ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a t  a l l
l e v e l s :  i n t e g r a t i o n  a n d
c o n n e c t i v i t y  w i t h  t h e  t o w n  a s  a
w h o l e ,  f o r m i n g  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t
o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i t s e l f

( o f f e r i n g  a  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  l o c a l
a m e n i t y )  a n d  w i t h i n  i n d i v i d u a l
h o m e s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  g a r d e n s .

F r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  L o u i s  d e
S o i s s o n s  u s e d  o p e n  g r e e n
s p a c e s  i n  h i s  d e s i g n  f o r  t h e
t o w n  b o t h  a s  a  w a y  o f
i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e
e l e m e n t  o f  H o w a r d ' s
" m a r r i a g e  o f  t o w n  a n d
c o u n t r y " ,  a n d  a s  a  w a y  o f
p r o v i d i n g  c o m m u n i t y  s p a c e  t o
b e  u s e d  b y  a l l .  

T h e s e  g r e e n  s p a c e s  o f f e r i n g
l o n g  v i e w s  a n d  e x p a n s i v e
v i s t a s  o f  t h e  P a r k w a y  a x i s ,
g r e e n  v e r g e s  a n d  t h e  i n t i m a t e
a m e n i t y  s p a c e s  a r o u n d
h o u s i n g ,  w e r e  p r i o r i t i s e d  a n d
d e s i g n e d  w i t h  a s  m u c h
t h o u g h t  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a s
t h e  b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

Short lands  Green ( 1939) .  39  houses .  Cu l  de  sac  with  large  open green
centre ,  part  enc losed younger  ch i ldrens '  p lay  area  with  equipment  and
part  wi ld  f lower  meadow.



T h i s  p r a c t i c e  h a s  b e e n
f o l l o w e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
t o w n ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t  f r o m  t h e
1 9 2 0 ' s  o n w a r d s .  

E x a m p l e s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h i n
t h i s  d o c u m e n t  s h o w  g r e e n
a r e a s  i n  c u l  d e  s a c s  w i t h
h o u s e s  a r o u n d  a n d
d e s i g n a t e d  p l a y  a r e a s ,  o f t e n
h i d d e n  b e h i n d  g r o u p s  o f
h o u s e s .  

T h i s  s e r v e s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t
t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  w a s  c a r r i e d
t h r o u g h  i n  l a t e r
d e v e l o p m e n t s  o v e r  t h e
d e c a d e s ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e
i n t i m a t e  c o n n e c t i o n  t h e  t o w n
h a s  w i t h  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  a n d
c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f
l i f e  a n d  s e n s e  o f  w e l l b e i n g  o f
t h e  w h o l e .  

Bar leycrof t  Green ( 1930s)  A  cu l  de  sac
of  17  hous ing with  a  centra l  green
space  measur ing  approx  45m x27m

Guessens  Road ( 1970s) .  Incorporated
into  the  redes ign  of  Guessens  Road .  1 1
p ieces  o f  p lay  equipment  for  younger
chi ldren .  Wel l  used .  One mum
commented that  she  much preferred  i t
to  Stanborough Park  which  tends  to
get  crowded in  the  summer ,  making i t
much eas ier  to  lose  s ight  o f  a  ch i ld .
54m x  34m.

L i t t le  R ivers ,  ( 1970s) .  Large  open space
sui tab le  for  footba l l  which  has  a lso  ten
di ferent  p ieces  o f  p lay  equipment  for
both  o lder  and younger  ch i ldren .



Moss  Green ( 1970s) .
40  bungalows
or ig ina l ly  bu i l t  for
pens ioners  wi th  a
feature  t ree  and a
green area  approx
33m x  40m not
count ing  the
cons iderable  green
area  in  f ront  gardens
and a  smal l  s ide
green .

Furzef ie ld  Road
( 1930s) .  62  houses  and
f lats .  Open p lay  space
sui tab le  for  footba l l
approx  45m x  45m
with  a  narrow
entrance  of f
Furzef ie ld  Road .



T h e  p r o p o s e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s
1 . 2 4  H e c t a r e s  a n d  o f f e r s
3 , 0 2 3 s q m  o f  o p e n  s p a c e  a t
g r o u n d  l e v e l .  W i t h i n  t h i s ,  a r e
t h r e e  d o o r s t e p  p l a y  a r e a s
t o t a l l i n g  2 6 0 m ²  o f  f o r m a l  p l a y
s p a c e .  

R o o f  t e r r a c e s  p r o v i d e  8 0 0 s q m
o f  c o m m u n a l  a m e n i t y  s p a c e
f o r  r e s i d e n t s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o
i n t e r n a l  b a l c o n i e s  a n d  t e r r a c e s
( s e e  S h e e t  1  a n d  2
B M D . 2 0 . 0 4 4 . D R . P 1 0 1 C  D e t a i l e d
G A ) .  

O u r  a s s e r t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e
q u a l i t y ,  d e s i g n  a n d  e x t e n t  o f
o p e n  s p a c e  w i t h i n  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  d o e s  n o t
e m b r a c e  t h e  g a r d e n  c i t y
p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  e t h o s .  

T h e r e  i s  c o n c e r n  t h a t  r o o f
t e r r a c e s  o n  n i n e  s t o r e y  h i g h
t o w e r  b l o c k s  w i l l  n o t  b e
c o n s i d e r e d  s a f e  p l a y  a r e a s  f o r
s m a l l  c h i l d r e n .  T h e y  d o  n o t
o f f e r  t h e  s a m e  e a s y  a c c e s s  f o r
r e s i d e n t s  a s  s t e p p i n g  o u t  i n t o
a  g a r d e n  o r  o p e n  s p a c e  a t
g r o u n d  l e v e l  f o r  e x a m p l e .  I t  i s
a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  a m e n i t y  v a l u e
w o u l d  b e  f u r t h e r  i m p a c t e d  o n
w i n d y  d a y s .  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  a r e
a l s o  s h a r e d  w i t h  s o l a r  p a n e l s .  

The BioPark
Development

In the BioPark scheme , fragments of
green open space suggest they have
been worked into the leftover spaces
as an afterthought



P e a r t r e e  i s  d e f i c i e n t  i n  p u b l i c
o p e n / p l a y  s p a c e ,  i n  a  w a r d  t h a t  i s
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  d e p r i v e d  i n  t h e
c o u n t y .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  u s a b l e
g r e e n  s p a c e  f o r  p l a y i n g  b a l l  g a m e s
a n d  o t h e r  i n f o r m a l  s p o r t s  w o u l d
b e  h i g h l y  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h i s  a r e a .  

T h e  s p a c e  p r o v i d e d  a t  g r o u n d  l e v e l
i s  m a d e  u p  o f  b o u n d a r y
t r e a t m e n t s  a n d  s e v e r a l  s m a l l
p a t c h e s  w i t h  a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
l a n d s c a p i n g  t r e a t m e n t s .  T h e r e  i s
o n e  s m a l l  l a w n  a r e a  w h i c h  i s
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  ‘ l a w n  a r e a ’ .  

T h e  t o t a l  o f  3 , 0 2 3  s q m  o f  s p a c e  i s
c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  a
f o o t b a l l  p i t c h  a n d  t h i s  i s  n o t  a
s i n g l e  o r  e v e n  c o n n e c t e d  g r e e n
s p a c e ,  b u t  s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t h e
a p p e a l  s i t e  o n  a  b a c k c l o t h  o f  h a r d
l a n d s c a p i n g .   T h e  e n j o y m e n t  v a l u e
a n d  a m e n i t y  o f  t h e s e  s p a c e s
t h e r e f o r e  c o m e s  i n t o  q u e s t i o n .  

I m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  l i m i t e d  p r o v i s i o n
a n d  d e s i g n  a n d  l a y o u t  d o  n o t
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  g r e e n  o p e n
s p a c e s  c o n s t i t u t e  a  h i g h  p r i o r i t y  o r
a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  t h i n k i n g
b e h i n d  t h e  s c h e m e  a n d  i s
t h e r e f o r e  n o t  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e
g a r d e n  c i t y  a n d  W G C  t r a d i t i o n .  

T h e  l a y o u t  n e i t h e r  r e f l e c t s  t h e
f o r m a l i t y  o f  t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t
P a r k w a y  a x i s ,  n o r  t h e  i n f o r m a l i t y
o f  t h e  g r e e n  s p a c e s  t y p i c a l l y
d e s i g n e d  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  p l a y
a s  p a r t  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .

Mirage Development
Broadwater Road (2011).
Approx 200 homes. Mix of flats
and houses with two central
play spaces for different age
groups.




